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MIBOR and MPO Release Hendricks County Community Preference Survey Results 
Survey reveals what Hendricks County residents want in communities 

 
INDIANAPOLIS — The Metropolitan Indianapolis Board of REALTORS® (MIBOR) and the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) presented the results of a region-wide Community Preference Survey 
yesterday that reveals the factors central Indiana residents consider most important when making their 
housing decisions, what their future aspirations are related to housing and how satisfied they are with 
their communities and overall quality of life.  
 
The results reveal that while central Indiana residents are happier than the average American with their quality 
of life, fewer than half of all residents are living in their preferred type of community.  
 
Today, the Hendricks County survey results were presented to local officials and stakeholders by study author 
Joel Searby, Strategic Guidance Systems; Chris Pryor, MIBOR government affairs director; and Sean Northup, 
MPO assistant executive director.  
 
The survey’s key findings for Hendricks County are:  
 

 Most Hendricks County residents report little change in their quality of life over the past three 
years. A total of 51% of respondents said their quality of life has stayed pretty much the same while 
26% say it has improved in the past three years and 22% said it has gotten worse. 
 

 Breaking from national and regional trends, Hendricks County residents consider neighborhood 
qualities to be equally as important as housing qualities when deciding where to live. 48% of 
respondents gave preference to neighborhood qualities while 46% said housing type was most 
important. Comparatively, 88% of adults nationwide indicated that neighborhood qualities are more 
important when deciding where to live than the size of the house.  And in Central Indiana the 
numbers were 57% for neighborhood qualities and 38% for housing types. 

 

 Hendricks County residents are most satisfied with the neighborhood features they consider most 
important. That is, the higher residents rated an amenity or feature in terms of importance, the 
higher they tended to rate that amenity or feature in terms of satisfaction. 

 



  

 Far and away, the safety of the community and level of crime were the most important 
considerations for Hendricks County residents when deciding where to live. 74% of respondents 
rated public safety as a “5” on a 5-point scale (i.e. “very important”), with an additional 20% rating it 
a “4” out of 5.  
 

 Given the choice, most residents would prefer to live in a suburban neighborhood or rural setting. 
41% of respondents said they would prefer to live in a suburban neighborhood (14% with houses 
only and 27% with a mixture of houses and business), with an additional 30% saying they’d prefer to 
live in a rural area.  

 
“Hendricks County residents consider neighborhood and housing qualities equally important, while regionally 
neighborhood qualities are considered significantly more important,” said Bruce Bright local REALTOR®. “These 
local findings present community planners and county officials the challenge and opportunity to maintain the 
current level of satisfaction of Hendricks County residents while building and expanding in a way that attracts 
residents.”  
 
The results of the region-wide survey are based on responses given by 1,502 central Indiana residents in 10 
counties who were surveyed by phone in in December 2012. Counties were sampled to be proportionally 
representative of the region as a whole, with an oversampling in smaller counties to ensure sufficient 
representation. Results were weighted against figures from the 2010 Decennial Census to ensure proportional 
representation with respect to county, age, income and gender. 
 
To view the survey results in full, visit http://www.mibor.com/communitypreferencesurvey.asp  
 

### 
 

The Metropolitan Indianapolis Board of REALTORS® is the professional association representing central Indiana's 
REALTORS®. MIBOR serves the needs of more than 6,300 members and affiliate members in Boone, Brown, 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hendricks, Johnson, Marion, Montgomery, Morgan and Shelby counties. MIBOR also supplies 
the Broker Listing Cooperative® service to REALTORS® in Decatur, Madison and Putnam counties. To learn more 
about MIBOR, visit www.mibor.com. 
 
Reporters’ contact: Claire Belby, MIBOR; 317-523-7145 cell/text or clairebelby@mibor.com. 

 

http://www.mibor.com/communitypreferencesurvey.asp

